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sources of strength to a turbulent Baronage, and in
thus contributing to the preservation of law and
order. And at the some time Henry strictly
enforced the laws against " Liveries." It was the
practice of the great men to keep a number of
dependents who wore the badge of their lord, sup-
ported him in every case, and were fed in his hall.
They formed an army ready to hand, and their
existence had been invaluable to the barons in the
civil wars. Richard III. had declared the granting of
u Liveries " to be illegal, and his policy in this respect
was adopted and vigorously pursued by his successor.
Finally, he limited the rights of Sanctuary, and
restricted the privilege of Benefit of Clergy, and
indirectly assisted the dispersion of great estates by
the Statute of Fines (1488). All these measures
were intended to prevent the nobles from acquiring
the position which had been occupied by their
predecessors.

For the transgression of any of his statutes the
same punishment, a heavy fine, was generally in-
flicted, and from the very outset of his reign Henry
began to accumulate that vast wealth with which his
name is associated in the popular imagination. His
desire for money was insatiable. As has been seen,
he resumed many of the royal estates and confiscated
the property of the Yorkists. In addition, he exacted
to the uttermost all his feudal dues; his taxation was
uniformly heavy and caused two brief rebellions, that
in Cornwall, already mentioned, and another in the
north, which was less serious, and he resorted to the
unpopular " Benevolences " in connection with which